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Open Letter to All Nazarene Congregations

 To Be Read on Sunday Morning, October 31, 2004

Greetings in the Precious and Matchless Name of our Lord and Savior! He has Risen! He has Risen indeed!  It is my prayer that as we worship today in His House, that all is well with your soul!  We serve a great and awesome God!  He has told us continually throughout His Word that we are to bring all of our cares, burdens, and concerns to HIM.  On November 5, 2004, we as a Body of Believers will gather in a variety of church locations, to lift up the Name of Jesus, and tell Him all of our cares and concerns.

I am personally asking each and every one of you to set aside some time to join with others across and around our district as we cry out to our God and Savior!  This district-wide prayer vigil will commence at 12:00 p.m. and conclude at 12:00 a.m. in a number of our churches.  Our churches will be open during these hours for the “gathering of the saints.”  If you are unsure of where to go for prayer and prayer times, please ask your pastor.

Over the past several weeks, I hope that you have been bringing your prayer requests to church and placing them in your prayer bowl at your altar.  All of these prayers will be lifted up to our Lord and Savior on November 5th!  To God be the glory!  The evil one does not want us to come together! He wants us to stay too busy to come out for prayer.  Jesus said to His disciples, “couldn’t you stay awake and watch with me even one hour?  Keep alert and pray.” (Matt 26:40-41 NLT)
As a district, we will take a few minutes out of each hour to pray for specific individuals and concerns. The following prayer requests and concerns will be conducted by all churches together at quarter past each hour.

 12:15
Sally and Chuck Zink & Family

  1:15
Lora & David Wooster & Family

  2:15
National Government/ President of United States/ elected officials

  3:15
Our Soldiers throughout the world

  4:15
All schools/ teachers, young people

  5:15
ENC- President, professors, staff, students

  6:15
New Church Starts- New Nazarenes

  7:15
Local Government/ Governor, Mayors, police, fire

  8:15
All Pastors on the New England District

  9:15
All District Leaders/NYI, NMI, SSM, Camp

10:15
Marriage & Family

11:15
Workers for the Harvest- New people called into ministry

I want to take this opportunity to thank you for taking this ACTION!  PRAYER IS ACTION!  Looking forward to worshiping and praying with you on that day!  To God is the glory!

ADVANCE*COURAGE*TERRITORY*INCREASE*OPPORTUNITY*NOW

The following are some of the church locations for our Prayer Vigil on November 5th :

URBAN BOSTON
West Somerville

BOSTON NORTH SHORE
Beverly

BOSTON SOUTH
South Weymouth

BOSTON WEST
Uxbridge

SOUTHEAST MASS
Various Churches throughout the day

RHODE ISLAND
Rumford

CONNECTICUT/WEST MASS
Various churches throughout the day

NEW HAMPSHIRE SOUTH
All location churches until 7:00 p.m., then everyone at Concord
VERMONT/N. NEW HAMPSHIRE
Johnson & Leicester

Blessings in His Name!

Dr. Jossie E. Owens

District Superintendent

Clergy Retreat Update

We had a great time in the Lord at the first Clergy Retreat!  The Lord met us at Camp!  The Anointing was present during our time in the mountains (hills)! Please plan to join us at our next retreat!  We really did have a restful and anointed time! Save this date: January 11-12, 2005.

For more information, please call Dan Whitney at 603-428-8219 or 603-478-3363 or email him at danwhitney@whcamp.org.
Pastors & Spouses Retreat

The Pastors and Spouses Retreat is on November 11-13 at the Renaissance Hotel in Bedford, Massachusetts.  Come for a “No Pain/No Strain Retreat.”  The speakers this year include:  Dr. Jan Lanhum, Dr. Bill Malas, Dr. Russell Metcalfe, and Rev. Ken Stanford.  The price is $290/couple; $230/single; $145/single when you share a room.  The dress code is very, very casual.  If you wish to attend the banquet only, it will be on Friday evening and will cost $25 per person.  (Make sure and place reservations for “banquet only” as well!)  Call Karen at the district office to make your reservations.  (To preview the facilities, go to www.RenaissanceBedford.com.)
Nazarene Youth International (NYI)
Our quizzing teens on the District continue to commit themselves to the Scriptures.  Teams from all over New England, from churches of every size are gathering each month to celebrate the life that comes from these transforming and world altering texts.  This month please keep Lori Jeffrey and all those who are involved in the quizzing ministry in your prayers. Also, continue to pray for our teens on this Distirct and those who lead them in every local church.

November 5 - District Day of Prayer at Mission Areas

November 6 - Fall Quiz in Manchester, CT

December 4 - Winter Quiz – TBA

December 11 - NED NYI Council Meeting in Lowell, MA

January 8 - Winter Quiz in Nashua, NH

January 14-15 - FOL Districts - TBA

January 21-23 - Junior High Retreat at Singing Hills
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Sunday School Ministries

Plan for after Christmas Sunday School Increase

The more children, teens and adults that you get involved in a Christmas program, the more your attendance at that event will increase.  The rule of thumb is that:   For every one person statinvolved in a program, three others will attend.  

Relatives and friends will want to come and support and see the person whom they like taking part in a church program.  Have some attractive Sunday School publicity prepared to give to those who attend.  Announce that Sunday School Bible study and fellowship are for the interested of all ages.   And, oh yes, plan well and practice well to share a program that will be enjoyed.  

Start New Sunday School Classes

There are many reasons why some Sunday School classes decline or do not grow.  Many have become ingrown and new members do not feel welcome.  Some have teachers who do less than a satisfactory job teaching the class.  

Our first reaction may be to drop the class or fire the teacher. Don't!  Instead, train a new teacher or teachers and start a new class or classes.  Give people a choice.  Announce that your Sunday School is expanding its options for those who want to learn more about the Bible and practical Christian living. Be POSITIVE!

New classes, new groups, as do new churches--PROMOTE GROWTH and the involvement and assimilation of new Sunday School students.  

Sunday School attendance is growing on the New England District.  Let's grow together.  People need the Lord!

Monthly Reporting

Every church should report their Sunday School and Morning Worship attendance and the total Responsibility List early on the last Sunday afternoon of each month.

Please report to your Mission Area/Zone Chairman, or to the Statistitian Dan Beckwith or to Sunday School Chairman Ron Keller. 

Vote Sunday School!

Vote in the National Election!

Pray for Sunday School and the USA!

To see the Attendance Statistics for the month of September go to the district website:  www.newenglanddistrictnaz.org.   Please remember to submit your attendance statistics to Ron Keller or Dan Beckwith every month!
Save this Date!

 

January 29th 2005

 

All Saints Gathering

 

Wollaston Church of the Nazarene
 4:00- 7:00 p.m.
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Nazarene Missions International 

90th Anniversary Offering -"Books for Pastors - Tools for Ministry"

October was Pastor Appreciation Month.  We are so grateful for the

pastors on our district.  Pastors, we want you to know that we appreciate your ministry to world wide needs through NMI as well as your ministry at home.  We are praying that God will refresh you with the joy of His presence in a new way this year.  Although your churches can give to the "90th Anniversary Offering"  all year long, we would encourage your church this month to honor a pastor-in-training who does not have resources available to him in his own language.  $500 will provide one complete library for one pastor.  Mail your offerings to "General Treasurer" in Kansas City.  Make sure you mark your check "90th Anniversary Offering" and state what church and district the offering is coming from.

Prayer for the Persecuted Church

November 14, 2005, is designated as International Day of Prayer for 

the Persecuted Church, a global day of intercession for persecuted 

Christians worldwide. For information visit www.nazarenemissions.org/idop.  "Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow prisoners, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering."  Hebrews 13:3 NIV

It’s Time to Collect Used Clothing and Supplies for Crisis Care Kits!
The Compassionate Ministries Warehouse in Pennsylvania is empty of CCK'S due to the tragic hurricane disasters in the Caribbean and Florida.  Will you help restock the warehouse?  Information has been sent to your church.  Please follow the clothing and CCK instructions to the letter.  Collection sites are Uxbridge, MA and Dalton, MA.  If you have questions contact Phil Smith at philjsmith@mybluelight.com or phone 413-684-4513.

Thanksgiving Offering for World Evangelism

The World Evangelism Fund is the lifeline for the 738 missionaries, tentmakers and NIVS around the world.  As Christians, we are focused on the Great Commission and we desire that all peoples know Christ.  The WEF is one of the most powerful means of reaching the world for Christ.  Let's give prayerfully and sacrificially.

Prayer Requests

James 5:13-14

· We need to pray ...

· for Chuck and Sally Zink and their cancer treatments.

· for David Wooster who needs a heart transplant.

· for our students at ENC.

· for all our public schools and students.

· for the November 5th Prayer Vigil.

· for all of our churches!

· for our public officials both local and national.

· for the national elections on Nov. 2.

· that Christians would vote!

· for unity in the Body of Jesus Christ!

· that the Anointing of the Holy Spirit fall fresh in every service!

· for the sick and hurting in all of our churches and homes!

· for new people to be won for Jesus Christ!

· that God will use each of us everyday as an instrument of HIS Love to others!

· that HE will increase our Faith in HIM!

· for the Red Sox as they play in the World Series  and that the fans would not get out of control and cause injury.

Praises!!!

· We praise HIM for waking us up this morning!

· We praise HIM for sending HIS SON!

· We praise HIM for providing for our tables and shelter for our comfort.

· We praise HIM for HIS love.

· We praise HIM for sending the HOLY SPIRIT!
Let our prayer be: “Thy Will Be Done!”
New England District Calendar

OCTOBER - NMI Emphasis: Mission Priority One & Prayer, Pastor Appreciation Month
23
District NMI Council - Quincy

26-28
Leadership Conference – KC, MO

31
Reformation Sunday

NOVEMBER - NMI Emphasis: Thanksgiving Offering, World Evangelism Fund & Prayer

6
District Teen Quiz

11-13
Pastor and Spouses Renewal

13
Festival of Life Practice - Johnson, VT
16
Area Mission Directors - Nashua

16
WHC  Board - Nashua

18
District Advisory Board – Quincy

25
HAPPY THANKSGIVING !

DECEMBER - NMI Emphasis - Compassionate Ministries & Prayer

1
Crisis Care Kits due


3
District Ministerial Credentials Committee

4
District Teen Quiz

11
District Finance Committee

12
District Ministerial Credentials - Nashua

23-31
District Office closed

25
MERRY CHRISTMAS!
New England District Church of the Nazarene


PO Box 690513, Quincy, MA  02170-0513


Phone: 617-786-9496, Fax: 617-786-9574


E-mail:  nedoffice@cs.com
   



Jossie Owens
   District Superintendent
Gary W. Jones
   Assistant District Superintendent
To view New England Ministers’ News online, 
go to the New England District website:
  www.newenglanddistrictnaz.org.


















